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Minnesota, where she was co-advised by 
Karen Oberhauser.  For the past 15 years, 
Sonia has studied Monarch behavior, ecology, 
and interactions with a protozoan parasite, 
asking how seasonal migration of these 
butterflies affects parasite transmission. In 
2006, she launched the citizen science project 
MonarchHealth, now in its 5th year, and also 
maintains a webpage dedicated to Monarch 
parasites (www.monarchparasites.org).  Sonia 
is a founding member of the MonarchNet 
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Monarch monitoring data.
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a keen interest in disease. In 2005 he moved 
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appeared in the Spring 2010 issue of American 
Butterflies.
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where as a boy he 
collected all sorts 
of things, including 
insects. He later 
pursued a career in 
science, and in that 
context has been 
able to indulge all of 
his favorite interests (entomology, virology 
and microscopy). In 1974, he moved to 
Dalhousie University, Halifax, where he began 
to characterize some unusual parasitoid-
associated viruses; this work eventually led to 
the establishment of a new family of viruses 
(Polydnaviridae). Now officially retired, he’s 
nonetheless more likely to be found in his lab 
than anywhere else. In his spare time, Don 
takes delight in stalking neotropical insects 
with a camcorder.
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in the United 
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