
The fact that the evolution of color patterns 
in butterflies, as well as that of their wing 
shapes and behaviors, is largely driven by 
predation can be surmised by anyone who has 
observed butterflies in the wild. For instance, 
one quickly notices that many butterflies are 
cryptically colored on their undersides, which 
helps them blend in with their surroundings 
and escape detection by predators. 

There are many exceptions, of course: 
the gaudiness of aposematically (warningly) 
colored species is meant to leave lasting 
unpleasant memories in predators, reminding 
them of the associated bad taste. Mimicry 
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rings in distasteful butterflies are proof that a 
predators’ memories are an integral part of the 
equation. 

There is, however, one type of coloration 
that does not fit in with either the cryptic 
or the aposematic style: the false heads 
of hairstreaks. The false head patterns are 
associated with the rather unusual behavior 
that consists of moving hind wings back and 
forth (in a sawing motion) as if attracting 
attention to that part of the wing. 

How does this false head work and 
why did it become so prevalent in so many 
species of small butterflies belonging to the 

Opposite page: A regal jumping spider 
(Phidippus regis) clearly enjoying its 15 
minutes of fame. Aug. 2012. Near Okeechobee, FL.

This page top: A Red-banded Hairstreak waves 
its hindwings in the air to call attention to its 
false head.  Note the black spot near the tails 
that resembles an eye.  The tails themselves 
could be mistaken for antennas. Even the red 
band and the white outer edging of the HW 
postmedian band serve to draw attention to the 
outer angle of the HW. Sept. 2012. Gainesville, 
Alachua Co., FL.

This page left: A Red-banded Hairstreak that 
has lost the false-head portion of its HWs is 
thinking “that could have been worse”.  March 
18, 1978. Naples, Collier Co., FL.
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