
Karwinski’s Beauty is a tropical butterfly 
that is closely related to and very similar 
to, Blomfild’s Beauty (see photos of live 
individuals at the bottom of opposite page).  
Although Blomfild’s Beauty occurs in extreme 
southern Texas with some regularity, the 
occurrence of Karwinski’s Beauty has been 
controversial.

Holland, in the Butterfly Book (1946) said 
that “It is reported as a rare straggler about 
Brownsville, Texas.” 

Klotz, in his A Field Guide to the 
Butterflies of North America East of the Great 
Plains (1951) said that this species “has been 
reported as ‘a rare straggler about Brownsville, 
Texas.’ It has not been taken in Texas in recent 
years.” 

Pyle in The Audubon Society Field Guide 
to North American Butterflies (1981) said “It 
has been many years since Karwinski’s Beauty 
has been seen near Brownsville, Texas.”

Scott, in The Butterflies of North America 
(1986) said “a rare or doubtful stray from 
Mex. to nearby Brownsville, Tex.”

Opler, in Eastern Butterflies (1992) listed 
this species as “Hypothetical” meaning that 
there was no credible evidence that it had 
occurred in the United States. 

In the first edition of NABA’s Checklist 
and English Names of North American 
Butterflies (1995), there was a section entitled 
“Dubiously Occurring Species”, with the 
following introduction:  “The following 
species have been reported to have occurred 
in the United States but are likely to have 
been mislabeled, misidentified, to have been 
transported to the United States by human 

agency, or need further verification for other 
reasons.”

Included in this section was this entry 
about Karwinski’s Beauty.

“Karwinski’s Beauty Smyrna karwinskii.  
Although cited as occurring in Texas by older 
authors, no authenticated records are known.”

Subsequent to the publication of NABA’s 
Checklist, essentially all butterfly guidebooks 
and websites have omitted Karwinski’s Beauty 
from the species recorded in the United States.

Recently, Glassberg’s A Swift Guide 
to Butterflies of North America (2012) did 
include Karwinski’s Beauty saying that it 
strayed to the Lower Rio Grande Valley of 
Texas.  

The reason for this inclusion is that awhile 
ago, while looking through the collection at 
the American Museum of History in New 
York City, I discovered two specimens of 
Karwinski’s Beauty that are labeled as having 
been caught in the United States.

Both of these specimens bear a label with 
the words O. Buchholz collection printed on 
them.  In addition, the label on one of the 
specimens, a male, has “BRNSVILLE VI-12-
40 TEX” handwritten on the label, while the 
label on the other specimen, a female has 
“BRNSVILLE VI-10-40 TEX” handwritten 
on it.

So, unless these specimens are mislabeled, 
which unfortunately can happen with museum 
specimens, Karwinski’s Beauty has been 
documented as having occurred in the United 
States.

Old Records of Karwinski’s Beauty 
from the United States

by Jeffrey Glassberg

Above: A female Karwinski’s Beauty labeled as caught in Brownsville, TX on June 10, 1940.

Above: A male Karwinski’s Beauty labeled as caught in Brownsville, TX on June 12, 1940.

Above: Karwinski’s Beauty, Aug. 11, 2006. 
Chiapas, Mexico.

Blomfild’s Beauty, July 19, 2003. Chiapas, 
Mexico.
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