
OK. I admit it. I am addicted…addicted 
not only to looking at and photographing 
butterflies but also to keeping track of my 
addiction through NABA’s  Butterflies I’ve 
Seen web site.  I was already addicted to 
recording butterfly sightings with a personal 
large database when BIS began in 2001. I 
signed up for an account with BIS as I thought 
it would be an easier way to keep track of 
sightings than what I was doing. I started 
my account by entering sightings beginning 
mid-1998. It was easier but my addiction soon 
led to my having two BIS accounts as I had 
so much data. This was not convenient when 
I wanted to search for a particular species or 
location. 

All that changed the summer of 2013 
when the BIS web site was upgraded 
with grants from the Geraldine R. Dodge 
Foundation.  Redshift Technologies, Inc. 
— a volunteer driven group — has done an 
excellent job with their BIS upgrade. They 
were responsive to my suggestions and my 
questions and I had a lot of them. For their 
patience and quick responses I thank them. 
I am no longer limited — my two accounts 
were merged into one.  This was my ‘Eureka’ 
moment! Now with just a few clicks I can 
search back to 1998 and my first entry, May 
23, 1998, a trip to New Jersey when we 
walked a railroad track and powerline in 
Dennisville looking for Brown Elfin. A lot of 
butterflies have passed our way since then. 

Many of you are already using NABA’s 
Recent Sightings page. Why should you 
record your sightings on BIS as well? Let me 
tell you why. While the Recent Sightings page 
is a wonderful tool it doesn’t have a place for 
extensive notes or a search feature. I keep lots 
of notes:  everything from weather, to field 

conditions, to nectar sources, to wildlife seen 
and more. I urge you to do the same. Are you 
sharing your sightings with anyone? Does a 
biologist, land manager or park manager get a 
copy of what you have seen at their locations? 
If not, this is another reason you should be 
using BIS. Land managers, park managers and 
biologists are very busy people. They know 
many things but often don’t know much about 
butterflies. They welcome a butterfly list with 
notes about field conditions or notes about 
a particular species. This is a great way to 
build your credibility and your relationships 
with managers and be asked for input on 
land management decisions that may affect 
butterflies. 

The Search feature on BIS is one I find 
most useful. I can search for a particular 
species or a particular location easily now. 
To search for a particular location go to View 
Trips and type in the location you want in the 
Search box. All the trips at that location will 
be listed. To find a particular species choose 
All Sightings and then Search for that species. 
That species will be listed at all the locations 
you have seen them. Not only is this very 
useful but it gives me ‘fun’ facts to share — 
such as the most Zebra Heliconians on a trip 
— 217 at Lake Louisa State Park on June 15, 
2013, or the most Palmetto Skippers on a trip 
— 148 at Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State 
Park on June 2, 2003. 

Maybe you are only visiting city or 
county parks. Why should they need a list? 
At some time, someone is going to want 
that park to be used for something else or 
developed differently. If you have butterfly 
lists and a contact person that you sent them 
to, that contact person will remember you as 
the ‘butterfly person.’ If you keep good field 

notes you can speak with credibility on why 
that location is important for butterflies. Even 
if you go no farther than your yard I urge 
you to keep records on BIS. Scientists are 
increasingly using the data from BIS and other 
NABA monitoring programs to learn about 
butterfly distribution and to answer questions 
about butterfly biology, land use changes, and 
climate change, for example. With the new 
mapping feature you can pinpoint your exact 
location.

Every time we go out to look at butterflies 
the data is recorded on the BIS web site as 
well as the Recent Sightings page. If there are 
other people with us they get a copy of the 
field trip results too. This is easily done with 
one of the upgraded features on the BIS site 
— Export as PDF. There is also an Export as 
Excel but I prefer the PDF as it makes a much 
nicer looking report. After a trip is submitted 
and you click on View Trip you can choose to 
export it to your computer. It is saved on mine 
in a Downloads folder. Open the Downloads 
folder, choose this file and rename it with the 
trip name and trip date and save it to your 
desktop or to a folder you have created. From 
there it is easily attached to an email and sent 
to trip participants, biologists and managers. 

A new feature is the ability to upload 
photos to the trip report. You can submit 
photos any time even after the trip is saved. 
Just click on the big green camera icon by the 
species’ name and upload your photo. How 
easy is that! I love this feature. The photos 
don’t show up on the PDF download but they 
are there for you to look at on the site when 
you choose View Trip. If you click on the 
‘i’ at the top of the Photo Gallery you will 
see the photo name (if you named it prior to 
uploading it).  If you upload these same photos 
or others to the Recent Sightings page you can 

send a link so others can view them online. I 
like this feature as I send the link when I send 
the field trip report to land managers. They 
like knowing it is posted and viewable at an 
online web site. Do you know that on Recent 
Sightings, if you click on your account name, 
you can view all the trips you have entered? 
OK, I confess…I am addicted to the Recent 
Sightings page too.

Thank you Redshift Technologies, Inc. for 
your hard work in making this a better web 
site. They are still working on upgrades and 
would welcome your input. Still to come are 
NEWS and DISCUSSIONS and possibly a 
MAP with pins showing where butterflies are 
currently being seen. If you experience any 
difficulty in using the upgraded site just click 
on the HELP button at the top of the BIS page 
and choose Contact Us from the menu. I found 
them extremely helpful in solving any issues I 
had. To find the BIS site and Recent Sightings 
go to www.naba.org/ and scroll down the left 
hand side of the web page to BUTTERFLY 
MONITORING and choose Butterflies I’ve 
Seen and Recent Sightings from the drop 
down menu to enter your data on both sites.  
NABA has given us wonderful tools to use and 
you should take advantage of them.

Yes, we did find five Brown Elfins along 
the railroad tracks in Dennisville. To this 
day we have only seen them one other place 
and that was on March 26 and 27, 2010 in 
Blackwater River State Forest in Florida.

Remember, butterflies cannot speak for 
themselves. You become their voice when you 
use the BIS site and share your data. I don’t 
plan on kicking my addiction. I hope you will 
record your sightings to both BIS and Recent 
Sightings. You are a Citizen Scientist every 
time you go out for butterflies. Share what you 
are seeing. Become addicted too.
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