
these have extra FW spots and a narrow, not 
wide, orange HW submarginal band.  And, of 
course, Bog Coppers are diminutive butterflies 
that inhabit cranberry bogs. 

The upperside of female Bronze Coppers 
is rather similar to that of American Coppers. 
Apart from size, the easiest way to distinguish 
them is by noting the spot along the inner 
margin of the FW that female Bronze Coppers 
have and that American Coppers lack.
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Coppers: Part 2

This is the second part in our explication of 
copper identification.  You will of course 
remember that in Part 1, (Spring/Summer 2007 
issue of American Butterflies), I discussed 
Great, Gray and Edith’s Coppers, along with 
Blue, Ruddy and Gorgon Coppers.  

In this installment, we’ll spend some time 
looking at American, Bronze and Lustrous 
Coppers. The first two species are most 
widespread and abundant in the northeastern 
United States, while the third species has a 
more spotty distribution in the West. 

Let’s start with the trio of American, 
Bronze and Lustrous Coppers.   All three 
of these species present a similar underside 
pattern with an extensive orange FW disk and 
a fairly evenly colored gray to pale-gray HW 
ground color.  All three species have many 
conspicuous black spots on the HW.  Despite 
these similarities, these species are generally 
easy to distinguish.  

This is a big and bold copper!  It’s closer to 
the size of a Gray Copper than it is to the 
size of an American or Lustrous Copper 
and, unlike either of those two species, it 
is normally found in wetlands.  It’s flight 
is generally different — slower with more 
obvious wingbeats, compared with the blur 
that is an American Copper. So, although the 
upperside of females and the underside of both 
sexes is similar to American Coppers, you are 
not very likely to confuse them in the field.  In 
photos, however, where size is not obvious, 
one perhaps needs to pay slightly closer 
attention. 

As mentioned earlier, on their undersides, 
both Bronze Coppers and American Coppers 
have a bright orange FW disk and a gray HW.  
The gray on Bronze Coppers is usually paler 
than that on American Coppers but, as you can 
see in photo 4, (page 32), worn individuals can 
appear to be darker gray.  
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A fresh male Bronze Copper is a glorious sight!  May 1999. Ann Arbor, MI

If you enjoy viewing details, you can see 
that Bronze Coppers have one or two black 
spots above the HW submarginal band/line 
American Coppers lack.  You could also note 
that Bronze Coppers have checked HW fringes 
and black marginal FW spots, both of which  
American Coppers lack (see photos, pg. 32).

But, you may not want to bother with 
details because the most obvious difference 
between these two species’ undersides is that 
there is a very wide orange submarginal band 
on Bronze Coppers while there is a much 
narrower red-orange submarginal line on 
American Coppers. 

The undersides of Lustrous Coppers are 
very similar to American Coppers, and thus 
similar to Bronze Coppers.  One is not likely 
to confuse a Lustrous Copper with a Bronze 
Copper because Lustrous Coppers are found in 
mountain and alpine meadows and are small.

Above, male Bronze Coppers are pretty 
distinctive.  Probably the most similar pattern 
is on male Bog Coppers (see photo 2), but 
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Male Bog Coppers are also iridescent 
purple.  July 2010, Jay West Bog, Carlton Co. 
MN
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