
Silver-banded Hairstreak 
on Balloon Vine (common balloonvine) 
(Cardiospermum halicacabum)(mallow family) in 
Hidalgo County, Texas

On October 3, 2008, I observed a Silver-
banded Hairstreak laying eggs on Balloon 
Vine in our yard.  Interestingly, each egg was 
placed on a short, stem-like projection on 
the bottom of the seed pod or “balloon” (see 
photo, bottom right).  The egg was placed 
where the vine’s flower had been (the balloon 
growing out of the top of the flower).  The 
curled egg was shaped much like a caterpillar.

When the caterpillar hatched, on Oct. 7, 
2008, it immediately began a long process 
of chewing a hole into the balloon, then it 
went inside the balloon, where it fed only on 
the seeds of the balloon.  When I wanted to 
photograph and measure the caterpillar, I had 
to open the balloon and when finished I would 
place the caterpillar on a fresh balloon where 
it would again chew a hole and go inside the 
balloon.

When the seeds were eaten, the caterpillar 
would chew its way out and go find a new 
balloon to begin the process of entering, again.

The caterpillar made the long journey off 
the balloon to the corner of the insect box, 
indicating it would probably have gone to the 
ground had it been outside.  It took 11 days 
for the adult butterfly to emerge from the 
chrysalis, which seemed quite long for most 
hairstreaks.  It took 28 days from egg-laying to 
adult emergence.

Oct. 3, 2008. Day 1. The egg  is laid 
on the stem-like projection where 
the flower was at the bottom of the 
“balloon” or seed pod (the balloon is 
connected to the vine by a stem at the 
top of the balloon). The curled egg is 
shaped much like a caterpillar.
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Middle: Oct. 8, 2008. 
Day 6 from when the egg was laid; 

day 2 from eclosing.  The balloon was 
opened to photograph and measure the 

caterpillar.  Note all the frass around the 
seed, and note the hole eaten out of the 
top of the seed.  After being measured 
and photographed, the caterpillar was 
placed on the surface of another fresh 
balloon, where it quickly burrowed 
back inside the new balloon.  The 

caterpillar is 2mm long.

Bottom: Oct. 12, 2008. 
Day 10 from when the egg was laid; 

day 6 from hatching.  The now second 
instar caterpillar has aquired darker 
coloration. The new instar has been 

placed on a seed for size comparison.  
The caterpillar is 3mm long. 

Top left: a “balloon” next to a penny for 
size comparison.

Top right: a seed next to a penny for 
size comparison.
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Oct. 12, 2008. Day 10 from when the egg was laid; day 6 from hatching.  

Top: The caterpillar has been placed on the surface of a new balloon.  
   Bottom left: The caterpillar began squeezing into the balloon.  It will take about 55    
   minutes for the caterpillar to chew a hole into the new balloon and only about a   
   minute to force itself through the tiny hole (~1.5 mm in diameter) and into the fresh 
   balloon. The caterpillar is still about 3 mm long.
Bottom left: The caterpillar began squeezing through the hole about 3 seconds ago.
Bottom right: The caterpillar continues squeezing into the balloon. 
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Top left: Oct. 12, 2008. The caterpillar is almost through the hole.

Top right: Oct. 12, 2008. The caterpillar is now inside the balloon.

Bottom: Oct. 15, 2008. Day 13 from when the egg was laid; day 9 from hatching.  
   The balloon was opened for photographing/measuring.  The caterpillar was placed 
   onto a new balloon, where it chewed its way inside.  The caterpillar is 6 mm long.
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Top left: Oct. 17, 2008.   The balloon was opened for photographing/measuring.  A 
new instar has been formed.  The caterpillar was placed onto a new balloon, where it 
chewed its way inside.  The caterpillar is 12 mm long (doubling in size in two days).

Bottom: Oct. 19, 2008.  The caterpillar has come out of the balloon and has changed 
color.  The caterpillar is 14 mm long.

Top right: Oct. 20, 2008. Having remained on the outside of the balloon for several 
hours, the caterpillar then  climbed down from the stem with the balloon on it, across 
and down the glass holding the stem, and into the bottom corner of the insect box.  
The caterpillar has shrunken down to 10 mm.
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Top left: Oct. 21, 2008. The chrysalis has just begun to form.

Top right: Oct. 21, 2008.  The chrysalis has hardened and has become speckled.

Middle left: Oct. 31, 2008. The chrysalis has continued to darken for the past 10 hours.

Middle right: Nov. 1, 2008. The chrysalis is so dark that emergence will be in a few 
hours.

Bottom: Nov. 1, 2008. Day 30 from when the egg was laid; day 26 from hatching; day 
12 as a chrysalis.  The Silver-banded Hairstreak has emerged, and was released back 
onto our Balloon Vine.

All photographs this article by Jan Dauphin.
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