
Elinor Klapp-Phipps Park, a 670-acre local park 
in Tallahassee, Florida, has been highlighted in 
previous issues of American Butterflies.  It was the 
subject of a Definitive Destination article in 2007 
(American Butterflies: 15, no. 3-4).  In 2011, there 
was a follow-up article (American Butterflies: 19, 
no. 1) on NABA members’ work with the land 
managers to ensure the long-term survival of the 
population of Golden Banded-Skippers that inhab-
its the park.

This article summarizes recent research on 
the Golden Banded-Skipper at Phipps Park and 
describes the national and international publicity 
this butterfly has received as a result of cooperation 
among the many user groups with vested interests 
in the park.

Golden Banded-Skipper Research
The Phipps Park Advisory Committee assists the 
City of Tallahassee and the Northwest Florida 
Water Management District in planning and deter-
mining management priorities for Elinor Klapp-
Phipps Park.  The Advisory Committee has ten 
voting members and is chaired by a representative 
from the Water Management District.  Aware of the 
significance of the park’s Golden Banded-Skipper 
population, the Committee voted in 2011 and again 
in 2012 to fund research on the skipper to better 
understand how to best manage for this rare but-
terfly.

The research was conducted by the authors 
through their jobs as biologists at the Florida Natu-
ral Areas Inventory, the natural heritage program 

for the State of Florida located at Florida State Uni-
versity.  Fellow NABA Hairstreak Chapter mem-
bers Wilson Baker and Virginia Craig volunteered 
to be our partners on the project.  We coordinated 
butterfly surveys among the four of us to maximize 
efficiency and to minimize duplication of efforts 
and the chance of double-counting butterflies.

Results of the studies allowed us to estimate 
that the spring brood of the Golden Banded-Skip-
per has a population size of between 150 and 200 
adults and that the larger, more extended summer 
brood has between 350 to 400 adults.  We also 
identified the areas of the park critical for sustain-
ing this rare butterfly population and developed 
management guidelines.

During surveys, we also documented the but-
terfly’s use of nectar and host plants.  Although 
Golden Banded-Skippers are known to use a 
variety of legumes, including beans (genus Phaseo-
lus) in the West, in the East the only caterpillar 
foodplant usually mentioned is American Hogpea-
nut.  However, within Phipps Park the host plant 
for the Golden Banded-Skipper is not American 
Hogpeanut but Thicket Bean. To date, all egg-

laying and caterpillar activity observed for Golden 
Banded-Skippers at the park has occurred on 
Thicket Bean rather than on American Hogpeanut.

The use of Thicket Bean as a host plant was 
not a complete surprise.  On a 2010 NABA but-
terfly count at Florida Caverns State Park (69 miles 
west of Tallahassee), MaryAnn Friedman and Marc 
Minno found a caterpillar on Thicket Bean that 
they identified as a Golden Banded-Skipper

Ironically, Jim Sullivan of Chesterfield, Mis-
souri, noted in American Butterflies 16, no. 2, that 
in the 2007 article about Golden Banded-Skipper 
our photograph of a purported hog-peanut flower 
was, in fact, a photograph of Thicket Bean.  With-
out knowing it at the time, we were accurately 
depicting the Golden Banded-Skipper’s host plant 
in Phipps Park!

These recent discoveries pertaining to Golden 
Banded-Skipper host plants in Florida suggest 
that butterfliers in other eastern states may want 
to carefully examine the plant that is being used 
by the skipper in their area.  It may be American 
Hogpeanut, as usually reported in the literature, but 
it could also be another similar or closely-related 
legume species.

As a result of our studies, the Northwest Flor-
ida Water Management District is conferring with 
us on management of the portion of Phipps Park 
where the butterfly regularly occurs.  Together, 
we have divided the total Golden Banded-Skipper 
habitat into four land management compartments 
and stipulated that any major management activity, 
such as a prescribed burn, will not affect more than 
one compartment in any one year.  

 To our knowledge, there have been two 
detailed studies of Golden Banded-Skippers: one 
by Austin Clark (1936) and one by John Burns 
(1984).  
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Above: A Golden Banded-Skipper 
enjoys a Thicket Bean, the only known 
caterpillar foodplant for this species at 
Phipps Park. July 19, 2001. Elinor Klapp-
Phipps Park, Leon Co., FL.

Opposite page: A horse and rider 
approach the Golden Banded-Skipper 
jump. March 8, 2014. Elinor Klapp-Phipps 
Park, Leon Co., FL.
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