HOGBACK PRAIRIE SNA (CRAWFORD COUNTY)

Saturday, July 25, 2026 
10 – Noon (or later if you come to the picnic in Stuben)
Hogback Prairie State Natural Area is a collection of tall-grass prairies and savannas situated on (and around) a limestone capped ridge. The defining ridge that rises around 300 feet above Citron Valley is one of the most spectacular sights in Southwestern Wisconsin. The ridge is likely the best area in the state to observe the "hilltopping" behavior of butterflies when a male flies and circles a high point in the area in search of females, aggressively chasing away intruding males. Mourning Cloaks, Black Swallowtails, and Painted Ladies are regular hilltoppers here. During July, the ridge hosts many prairie specialist species including Wisconsin endangered Regal Fritillaries, Coral Hairstreaks, and Wild Indigo Duskywing. Around the parking lot Partridge Pea attracts Little Yellow. There is no lack of more common species as well including Eastern Tiger, Giant, and Black Swallowtails, Great Spangled and Meadow Fritillaries, and Monarchs. Aside from the Regal Frits, the likely highpoint of Hogback butterflies are the strays. The proximity to the Mississippi and the ridge makes it possible to find many unlikely visitors that are rarely observed in the badger state, including Pipevine Swallowtail, Dainty Sulphur, Checkered White, Variegated Fritillary, Common Checkered Skipper, Funereal Duskywing, and Horace's Duskywing. Historical reports include Southern Dogface, Gulf Fritillary, and the Zebra Swallowtail. Long pants and long shirt sleeves, a hat, insect repellent, and hiking shoes are recommended.  Bring binoculars—the closer they focus, the better!
ACCESSIBILITY: Donna Williams-Richter and Ethan Brown will lead two separate parties around and up the ridge. Be prepared to hike, especially if you plan to walk up the ridge as the footing is not the easiest. The trail up Hogback is more difficult, but worth the effort. The trail below and around Hogback is usually an easy walk.
DIRECTIONS: (If new directions are needed they will be sent to participants who register closer to the date.) From the intersection of State Highway 179 and Bridge Street in Steuben, go north on Bridge Street for 0.2 miles, then west and north on Hughes Road for 2.1 miles, then west on Citron Valley Road for 0.25 miles. Park in the new parking area. (If you are familiar with Hogback the new parking area was created when the silo was removed in 2024.)
FACILITIES: There are no restrooms at Hogback. There are restrooms at the Steuben Park and if you come from Boscobel direction there is a Kwik Trip at the north end of town.
PICNIC INVITATION: Join Bill, Donna and Ethan for a complementary picnic lunch in the Steuben Park shelter, less than 5 miles away.
Please register your intent to attend with Donna Williams-Richter (dowiri124@gmail.com). 

